Hypothesis on microangiopathy of cutaneous capillaries.
Microangiopathy is a more or less pronounced PAS deposit-located exterior to the endothelial cells of the lymphatics and the basal membrane of the capillaries. This lesion, found in various normal and pathological states, has generated numerous pathogenic hypotheses. The presence of microangiopathy in 5 groups of 50 subjects representing five different clinical conditions, subjects over 60 years old or less than 40, diabetics, latent diabetics or patients with severe coronary heart disease, together with microscopic and/or ultrastructural lesions of the connective tissue (fibroblasts, collagen and elastic fibers, ground substance) has enabled us to propose a pathogenic hypothesis applicable to any microangiopathy. The initial change, hereditary or acquired, would be fibroblastic or interstitial. It would be characterized by the accumulation of glycoproteins, proteoglyacans and soluble collagen in the interstitium. Incomplete drainage of these macromolecules would occur around the blood and lymphatic capillaries and manifest itself by a PAS deposit, the hallmark of the microangiopathy.